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Change in Bill May Help Contras 

anon Aid From Third Countries Was E<md at Last Minute 


By Robert Parry 

Associated Pres* 


The Reagan administration en- 
gineered a last-minute change "n 
^, ne * fore |gn aid law that appar- 
to reach an “under- 
d ' ng w,th other countries to 
ship military aid to rebels fighting 
the government of Nicaragua U S 
government officials say. ’ 
Congressional Democrats who 
■ accepted the behind-the-scenes 

; a C ^, a mS, Sh0rU>, before ,he ■».' sen! 
i aLt,n ent now say they were un- 

i aware that several U.S. allies re- 

portedly had clearedwithrhe. White 

T r pl “ s ,0 *" d -*<5 

s „ ° “y c *y'iterTevolutionaries. 
called contras. 

; . Various sources close to the reb- 
; els have said assistance has come 
from Israel, South Korea, Taiwan 
Guatemala, Honduras and Venesue-’ 

T hose “t Hird-country” shi pm.mc 

t - helped the contras sustain 

jahoinista jwg St Lnlr. jg 
^ygressional c utoit ot Central >~ 

jeHigence A gency aid in I diet 
cording to private ' 


— V — dill in ac . 

yording to pr ivate and m e^meni 

Jhel?intrH5Uiriiirthe State 
Department said they had no com! 


ment on the change in the aid pro- 
v.sion. Government officials and 

Snn S T CeS Spoke about k on con- 
name ^ ^ be identified hy 

Some congressional aides said 
they now believe the admini3tra . 

tion s tacit approval of the “third- 

m U ^ y sbipments might have con- 
1 ted with the foreign aid bill’s 
original language. 

The change in the bill’s language 
came in an unusual parliamentary 

US after House and Senate ne- 
gotiators had finished work July 26 

V^h n ?eaSUre ’ whlch Prides 
M i' 7 b ' fl ? n ,n assistance world- 

nd to the fJ 27 mi,,i0n in nonlethal 
! ,J ,o the Nicaraguan rebels. 

When the conference ended, the 

"Then n >'!! e c language stating: 

imJ n ^ a d States • ' ' shal1 en ter 
into no understanding, either formal 

or informal, under which a recipient 

!nre' ? ‘ ° f mi,1 tary assist- 

* : • • s *J al1 Provide assistance of 
an y kind to the contras. 

(R-N vT’h R ! P ; ®! njamm A - Gilman 
fh . p ' bad told the negotiators 

he Reagan might vet0 

Jtagei. * WOr<lin8 were 

Sen. Claiborne Pell (D-R.I ) the 
author of the original language,’ said 


he then agreed to revise the lan- 
guage, replacing the ban against 

bhL rStanding ” with a Prohi- 

bition against any White House 

promise to give a third country mil! 

•tary aid in exchange for helping the 

contras. Pell said he believes the 

tw0 g ve rsions “really say the same 

said Departm ent official 

said the administration was con- 

"takei that ! hePelllangua ge would 
take away from the sovereign de- 

contras ° f ° ther countr »es to aid the 

saiH <S!f U n Can con « ress ional aide 
said State Department officials felt 

the original language would have 
hampered administration plans 
and might have blocked the White 

atf ^ talkinig t0 C0l| ntries 
about providing nonlethal aid to the 
contras. 

The aide said the change would 
appear to allow the administration 
to solicit military aid for the rebels 
trom friendly governments as long 
as the flow of U.S. assistance to 
those countries is not used to co- 
erce their heip. The final language 
bars any arrangement condition- 
ing, expressly or impliedly” for U.S. 
aid to a country in exchange for its 
helping the contras. 
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